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What do I use my printer for?
I’ve made things like phone stands, small parts containers, a rain 

shade for my RV camera and even an R.C. airplane. As for the 
wood shop, it’s handy when you need shims in a specific thickness 
or spacers. I’ve made sanding blocks in sizes that fit the small areas 
I needed to get into. I’ve printed a centre finder for dowels and cor-
ner braces for strap clamps, as well as small bit holders that give 
you finger-tip control on fasteners.

One recent print that’s very useful is a drill-dust collector. I hold 
this against drywall and as I drill dust falls into the chute rather 
than on my floor. Examples like this is where the printer shines. 

Another print that saved some frustration was for my Festool 
track saw. I made a cord deflector that sits on the end of  the track 
and guides the power cable and vacuum hose past the sharp end. 
Without it, the cord and hose ended up snagging and abruptly jerk-
ing to a stop in the middle of  a cut. They may have improved this 
track saw over the years, but the one I have left a small section 
open and inevitably I would get caught on this. I sent the job to 
the printer and less than two hours later at a cost of  around $1.50, 
I had the end cap. It’s full-width with a slot underneath so clamps 
can still be used. I’m also in the process of  making a couple track 
vacuum clamps that will hold the track to any flat surface.

A good way of  seeing uses for a 3D printer in your shop is to 
head to an online 3D maker site and query woodworking tools. 
There are several sites to check out, with the popular ones being 
Thingiverse and Bambu Lab’s Maker World. Granted, some things 
are better bought than 3D printed. However, there are enough ideas 
to make you fall down a rabbit hole for at least an hour or two on 
your first visit.

Is a 3D printer right for you? Is this P1S right for you? After a lot 
of  research settling on my model, I think the bang for the cost was 
well worth it. I also think the technology had reached a point where 
it made sense for me to replace my original printer. I’ve bookmarked 
enough projects to keep my machine working for the foreseeable 
future. Do a bit more research and see if  it’s right for you.
Tester: Steve Der-Garabedian
Manufacturer: Bambu Labs
Model: P1S 3D Printer
MSRP: $519 CAD
Website: BambuLab.com

Flair Woodworks 
SWITCHER-D Dust 
Extraction Split
BY CARL DUGUAY

If you’ve ever used a Y-splitter on a dust extractor or shop vac-
uum, you probably know the drill. Connect two hoses, fire up 
the extractor and you’re good to go — or so you’d think. The 

problem is a conventional Y-splitter doesn’t really give you control 
over where that suction goes, as the suction is actually split between 
two (or more) hoses and tools. That’s where the Canadian-made 
Flair Woodworks’ SWITCHER-D takes a different approach.

There are two SWITCHER models. The CT SWITCHER-D, 
which I tested, is designed specifically for Festool CT dust extrac-
tors (the CT 26, CT 36 and CT 48 series). It uses anti-static 
material, which is appropriate for Festool’s anti-static dust-extrac-
tion system. The VAC SWITCHER-D is intended for general shop 
vacuums and dust extractors using nominal 2" (50 mm) hoses. It’s 
made from impact-resistant plastic rather than the anti-static mate-
rial used for the CT version.

At first glance, these direct-mount suction controllers look just 
like a compact version of  a Y-splitter. But instead of  simply divid-
ing the airflow between the two outlets, the SWITCHER-D lets you 
control exactly how much suction each hose receives.

The idea is pretty simple. A sliding control on the front lets you 
adjust the airflow from one port to the other. Slide it completely 
to one side and you get 100% of  the available suction at that hose. 
Move it the other way and the second hose gets it all. Stop some-
where in between and you can divide the airflow however you want 
– 50/50, 60/40, 80/20 or anywhere else along the way. 

In my experience, that flexibility makes a lot of  sense in a wood-
working shop. Not every tool needs the same amount of  airflow. A 
router or saw can benefit from substantial suction, while a sander 
may need considerably less. With a standard Y-splitter, the airflow 
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Screen Shot – A screen shot of the Festool rail vacuum pads in Bambu Studio. 

Quick Adjustment – When attached to a dust extractor, the switch between 
hoses, or even fine-tuning a ratio of suction between the two hoses, takes only a 
second or so.
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Dial in the Suction – When the SWITCHER-D is moved all the way to one side, 
only one of the hoses receives suction. The ratio of what hose receives suction can 
be adjusted by positioning the slider towards the middle of the unit.

is simply divided between the two connected hoses. If  both are 
open, both are drawing suction, whether you need it or not. Flair’s 
controller lets you put the suction where it’s doing the most good.

I also like the fact that you can leave both hoses connected. If  I’m 
moving between two tools, I don’t have to unplug one hose, find 
somewhere to put it and connect the other. I simply slide the con-
trol to direct the suction where I need it. That sounds like a small 
convenience, but anyone who spends time in a busy shop knows 
how quickly little interruptions add up.

There’s another useful application. Some tools, particu-
larly routers, can have more than one dust-extraction port. The 

SWITCHER-D allows you to connect both ports and adjust the air-
flow between them. 

The compact, direct-mount design is another advantage. 
Rather than adding a bulky Y-fitting and extra hose length, the 
SWITCHER-D attaches directly to the front of  the dust extrac-
tor. The “D” in the name stands for direct and the result is a much 
tidier setup. The precision taper on the unit provides a secure, tool-
free, no-clamp connection.

There are two versions. The VAC SWITCHER-D is made from 
tough, impact-resistant plastic and works with most shop vacu-
ums and dust extractors using nominal 2" (50 mm) hoses. The CT 
SWITCHER-D, which I tested, is the anti-static version, designed 
specifically for Festool CT 26, CT 36 and CT 48 dust extractors, 
and made from anti-static plastic with stainless-steel fasteners.

For me, the biggest appeal is that the SWITCHER-D is simple, 
effective and solves a major limitation of  the traditional Y-splitter  
– variable suction control for each hose. That little bit of  control 
makes for better dust collection, less hose swapping and a cleaner, 
more efficient workflow.
Tester: Carl Duguay
Manufacturer: Flair Woodworks 
Model: CT SWITCHER-D / VAC SWITCHER-D
MSRP: CT model: $99; VAC model: $55
Website: FlairWoodworks.com
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